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Concepts for Writing the Military Marching Drill

Music - primary in constructing a drill.

* Select music that challenges students but keep in mind their success

* Do not over-program

* Re-arrange music as needed for better flow and continuity

* Determine the amount of music needed (usually three marches)

* Memorize music to enhance marching learning and to reduce wasted
rehearsal time

Getting started

* Decide what number of students will be marching. Factor in overall
number of performers, instrumentation, potential eligibilty, and
alternate positions

* Field position - end zone entry or sideline entry

* Center band to the field for easier charting options (Allows for better
blend and balance)

* Sideline marching might better accomodate small bands soundwise

Writing the drill to fit the music.

Symetrical drills.

* Begin formations on both primary and secondary (major) phrases

* Makes sense to marchers when learning

* Is visually and aesthetically more pleasing to the layperson

* Is generally easier to perform music

* Students learn drill faster

* Allows for more time and attention to music and marching when
polishing

* Easy to set up rehearsal points

Asymetrical drills.

Things to

* Formations begin based more on field positioning and specific drills

* Allows more flexibility in drill design

* More difficult to teach and learn

* More likely to create individual errors both marching and musically

* More likely to expose and/or create music weakness

* More difficult to polish

* Formations or band direction changes can occur anywhere in the music

consider when writing a drill.

* Optimal length of a drill is six minutes, thirty seconds to seven
minutes, fifteen seconds. This allows for time to polish and easily
falls within time constrictions

* Use opposite direction turns to eliminate 'direction of horn' sounds.

* Use 'dead counts' or clicks to reposition a band for the next march
and/or formation

* Try to not exceed four dead counts unless they are in conjunction with a
specific formation set up. (Ex: clicks during an alternating 'to the
rears' going from company fronts to a diamond formation)

* Use cadence during difficult marching maneveurs

* Always consider time delay when splitting blocks and separating them

* Be very aware of specific music challenges (Ex: low brass runs) and
where it occurs in the drill. Minimize or eliminate these passages
from occuring at turns.




Stacking a band (See chart)

* Position instruments to enhance overall band sound

* Stack to the press box

* Stronger players closer on the near side

* Keep in mind band balance when marching sideline to sideline

* Position percussion away from press box to acheive better balance

* Place brass towards center files in band

* Avoid placing a section all on one rank (Ex.) Placing all or most of the
trombones or trumpets on one rank; though visually effective it
negatively affects the flow of sound from that section thereby
weakening the music performance (The primary exception is the
bass horn section)

* Stack strong players front to back by files to help maintain a more
secure sound through turns

* Stack the formation goal to goal first, then back feed to a fanfare
position if the marching formations fundamentally change from the
fanfare position

Chart drills others can read

* Facilitates teaching your band

* show specific formations
How to get into them and how to get out
How the formations are coordinated with the music
Exact positioning on the field
Rehearsal points

* List terms or abbreviations for reference purposes (Ex: TTR - to the
rear; CM - countermarch, cad - cadence, etc.)

* List instructions on the chart beside formations and at the top of the
page

* List the music that coordinates with the formations on any particular
page

* Make yard line and press box positions clear

* Teach/explain the drill to the staff first

Pyware charting

Thoughts

* Allows more flexibility in charting

* Aids in eliminating potential charting/marching problems quicker when
rewriting

* Can expose discrepencies in teaching the drill versus what was actually
written

* Showing chart to students will facilitate learning

* Aids other directors in understanding the chart for more efficient
instruction time

* Any charting requires time, Pyware can be a much faster more effective
method with practice

* It is easy to write a simple drill and it is easy to write a challenging drill
but it is difficult to write the 'right’ drill.

* The will to win is not nearly as important as the will to prepare to win.

* Utilize rehearsal time properly. Every teaching/learning moment counts -
consider the time you waste.

* You can't teach them if you haven't got their attention.
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Licensed to: Cleveland High School

RBB Contest Drill 2016.3dj Created on Pyware 3D.
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Set #10 Counts: 8




RBB Contest Drill 2016.3dj

Licensed to: Cleveland High School
Created on Pyware 3D.

Marching:

*NOTE* - All students will start their move on count 8
of the previous chart (10-Introduction),

Red (A)- TR on 8*, FM

Blue & Green (B) - RWL on 8*, Follow the Leader (
FTL) RWL starting on 2,4,...22.

*DANGER* the first diagonal will RWL on 8* and

then RWL again on 2. DO NOT MOVE THE PIVOT
POINT!

Purple (C) - RWL on 8*, ALL will RWL on 24.

—"NOTE" - The X/O's marked are for the next move

which will start on count 32 of the 1st strain.

Music:

"Quality Plus" - 1st Strain - 1X ONLY!

| |

£ |

- -1 1
|

Set #11 Counts: 32

Director Viewpoint




Licensed to: Cleveland High School
Created on Pyware 3D.

_ RBB Contest Drill 2016.3dj

[ ——
Iil!lllrffflljflllllnll
Marching: |
- X/O Cross - The move will start on count 32 of the
m perious chart (11).
i
I It is important that all students take a full 30" stride
s | B | & L AN T Tt | and not change to avoid other marchers.
O's - RWL on count 32* and march away from the
oF press box, LF on 16.
Ess Eue +— ! ] | X's - FM down the field, RWL on 16 and march away
Music: . | from the press box.
. ox nvxo T~ 1 TI"NOTE" - The students will flip their commands for |~
Quality Plus - 2nd Strain 1 : h v the 2X through the strai _
ain 1X Avwmunex& H ugh the strain. _
IXDO-XO-) : _
XO-X-0X%( Bisuma
OX-0-X0) o
§ OX0X4 Ll

Director Viewpoint

Set #12 Counts: 32




Licensed to: Cleveland High School
Created on Pyware 3D.

RBB Contest Drill 2016.3dj

Marching:

X/O Cross (Continued) - The move will start on
count 32 of the perious chart (12).

1% D XOXDXOX0XbXoV |
wameAGXAumm mwwmmwﬁmmm&y . 2y ¥ It is important that all students take a full 30" stride
U AOX- UXOVAOXAUX OV NPT =S and not change to avoid other marchers.
WM WMWMMWWA OXAUXOVAOX AUXWVMWW B BT A & B O's - FM down the field, RWL on 16 and march away
RS SN Nt R B e
: R i [ XQVAOXAUX;OVA ‘O & + g ! . X's - RWL on count 32* and march away from the
= & 3 S M NAR USSR A 221 £ B2 1t 4 % 1 f press box, LF on 16.
. bl LTI T B & i T i, i I~ | TI"NOTE" - The next move will require the Red O'sto [~
..... e TEd SEE ANd B4 Prpes vt TR on count 32. Red X's will LF on 32.
| | 1 PR o1 et e o e e e
{ = .
N = & = e — s B il 23 3% 43 1 2t a4

Music:

"Quality Plus" 2nd Strain 2X

Director Viewpoint

Set #13 Counts: 32




RBB Contest Drill 2016.3dj Licensed to: Cleveland High School
Created on Pyware 3D.

—

Marching:

*NOTE" - Red X's will start their move on count 32 of
the previous chart (13).

| ﬂ _ -] . _ _
£, . : Red (A) - X's TR on 32* O'sLFon 32+

Blue & Green (B) - O's LF on 327,

ALL Follow the Leader (FTL) LF starting on 2.4,..22.

*DANGER* the first diagonal will LF on 32* and then

s KNS XSS . LF again on 2
A W SN S & - Do NOT MOVE THE PIVOT POINT!

XO
OX

Purple (C) - O's LF on 32* ALL will LF on 24.

*DANGER* “DANGER"

FULL BAND LF on 28.

>XOXO
OXOXOXOX

This move is asymetrical and will be difficult for
strudents to learn. It does not line up with the music.

o —— - -

|
|

DX
QX

DX DX

DXDX

PN

i
£ OXO

Music:

*Quality Plus” - TRIO 1X

Set #14 Counts: 32 Director Viewpoint




Licensed to: Cleveland High Schoal

RBB Contest Drill 2016.3dj Ucersed 1 Clevelend
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m I SRR 00 1 e [ RIOH L R O O o xx xx
! N PR ER ERE e - o KR NS B .xrx‘. .x.‘x
g el als ERaad Tea sun exanas AR Au XIXX-XIX
- :er XX
| i

Director Viewpoint
Set #15 Counts: 34




hank you fo:

Dr. Darrell Myers - Cleveland ISD Superintendent
Cleveland ISD Board of Trustees
Dr. Glen Barnes - Cleveland High School Principal
Mrs. Kristy Jones - Cleveland ISD Director of Bands
Mrs. Alicia Diosdado - Cleveland Middle School Associate Band Director
Ms. Kaila Spoonemore - Cleveland High School Associate Band Director

Mrs. Kammie Enloe & The Cleveland Band Boosters

Contact Information:
Danny Diosdado - ddiosdado@clevelandisd.org
Jonathan Kelly - Retired




